
I was examining the many pictures 

taken of our lodge founders when two 

such particularly attracted my interest. 

Both of the same man; Carle Augustus 

Woodruff. One was Worshipful Brother 

Woodruff in his York Rite Commandary 

uniform and the other was in the formal 

dress uniform of a Brigadier General 

adorned with the Medal of Honor on 

the center of his chest. The quest to know 

more of the first Master of Hancock Lodge 

No. 311 took me back to a hot July after-

noon in 1864.

Smoke and confusion reigned across the 

gently rolling fields as Major General David 

M. Gregg, commander of the 2nd Cavalry 

Division of the Army of the Potomac, ar-

rived at the position of M Battery, 2nd Field 

Artillery. Gregg was looking for an artillery 

officer that he could order to have the 

battery displaced off the field. Five brigades 

of Confederate Cavalry were engaged 

immediately in front of the battery ready 

to overwhelm the one Union Regiment 

that was attempting to stop their advance 

and destroy the artillery. The General was 

about to get one of the biggest surprises 

of the day as he found Lieutenant Carle 

Augustus Woodruff commanding the right 

section of guns. Upon receiving the order, 

Lieutenant Woodruff laconically informed 

the General exactly where he could take 

his order. M Battery was not going to 

retire. Instead the Lieutenant ordered 

his cannoneers to load double canister 

and to continue to fire into the melee 

of cavalry to his front. These actions 

gave the remnants of the other Union 

regiments in the area time to reorganize. 

They delayed the Confederate Cavalry’s 

attempt to join the Pickett’s attack on the 

Union center under the command of Major 

General Winfield Scott Hancock. The Con-

federates’ battle of the ridge was over.

Over the next three weeks, the Army 

of the Potomac would repeatedly try to 

re-engage the Army of Northern Virginia 

in another major battle. The final attempt 

would again involve Lieutenant Woodruff 

and the Acting Commander of 3rd Cavalry 

Division (George Custer) at Newby’s Cross 
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Roads near Battle Mountain, Virginia. On July 

24, based on Meade’s orders of the 23rd.1 , 

Custer sent the Michigan Brigade, his favor-

ite, to come to grips with the front of Lee’s 

forces. Longstreet’s and A.P. Hill’s Corps 

were moving south through Chester’s Gap 

being screened by Jenkins’s cavalry. General 

Pleasanton, the Cavalry Corps Commander, 

hoped that Custer’s force could slow the 

Confederate force so that Union infantry 

could close. The plan called for the cavalry 

to copy Buford’s actions on the first day 

at Gettysburg and have the Confederate 

forces deploy from a marching column to a 

line of battle and then fight a delaying battle 

until Union infantry could close. This would 

prove to be the last chance for a second 

Gettysburg.2

The Michigan Brigade with M Battery 

supporting by section (three sections of two 

ordinance rifles each) attacked. Opening 

with his artillery Custer was able to advance 

upon the Confederates. He deployed two 

regiments of the brigade in the lead with 

Pennington’s guns broken into 2 gun sections 

supporting individual regiments. He con-

tinued to attack the Confederate columns. 

The lead section of M Battery, under the 

temporary command of Woodruff, was the 

most forward element. The attack on what 

was in reality two Confederate corps (Ist 
3 and 3rd 4) brought them to a stop. They 

begin to deploy just as Pleasanton envi-

sioned. The mountainous terrain slowed the 

deployment, but did not prevent it from de-

veloping into a rolling fight. After two hours 

of skirmishing it became clear that Union 

infantry would not close up and the cavalry 

need to disengage and withdraw.5 

Hill’s 3rd Corps advanced two brigades 

pinning the 5th and 6th Michigan cavalry 

and the section of M Battery under Wood-

ruff on the left and rear of the main action. 

The Confederates continued the pressure 

and were clearly about to surround the 

Union force. Custer as the division com-

mander ordered the cavalry and artillery 

to break out and, if necessary, abandon the 

guns. Woodruff repeated his actions from 

Gettysburg refusing to leave his support of 

the cavalry or even consider abandoning 

his guns. Even after a second direct order 

to abandon the guns Woodruff refused, 

in what has been reported as colorful lan-

guage. Instead, he organized the withdrawal 

of M Battery’s trapped section6. The success 

of this withdrawal is credited to the fire-

power of the Spencer rifles of supporting 

cavalry (1st and 7th) and to the extremely 

accurate shelling of the other four guns of 

M Battery. General Custer, in his formal 

report, credited Woodruff with “skill and 

judgment that saved the day”7. Woodruff 

would eventually be award the Medal of 

Honor8 for his actions on that day.

He would go on to a long career in the 

Army rising to command the 2nd Artil-

lery Regiment when it was assigned to Fort 

Leavenworth Kansas. He eventually rose to 

the rank of Brigadier General. Woodruff 

was raised in 1880 in Brownsville Lodge No. 

80 located along the Rio Grand Valley. He 
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remained a member there until he demitted 

in 1888 to join twenty six other Masons on 

Fort Leavenworth and form Winfield Scott 

Hancock Lodge No. 311.

While in Kansas Woodruff was active in 

a number of appendant bodies including the 

York Rite Commandary in Leavenworth. He 

was a charter member of Abdallah Shrine 

along with fellow regimental commander and 

Medal of Honor recipient Arthur MacArthur. 

Woodruff, would serve as the first Chief 

Rabban at Abdallah. In 1899 he was assigned 

to Raleigh North Carolina. While there he 

demitted from Hancock to join Hill Lodge 

No. 218 and in 1906 Hirum No. 40. He 

was also active in the Scottish Rite. In fact 

his involvement was such that the Raleigh 

Chapter of Rose Croix is named for him. 

He served as assistant Grand Marshal at the 

1907 Cornerstone laying of the Grand Lodge 

of North Carolina. He retired in Raleigh but 

in 1908 he demitted the Hirum No. 40 and 

rejoined Hancock where he was a member 

until his death on July 20th, 1913. 
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